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Synopsis

Lesbian and gay citizens today enjoy a much broader array of rights and obligations and a greater
ability to live their lives openly in both the U.S. and Canada. However, while human rights
protections have been exponentially expanded in Canada over the last twenty years, even basic
protections in areas such as employment discrimination are still unavailableA to manyA in the
United States. This book examines why these similar societies have produced such divergent policy
outcomes, focusing on how differences between the political institutions of the U.S. and Canada
have shaped the terrain of social movement and counter-movement mobilization. It analyzes
cross-national variance in public policies toward lesbians and gay men, especially in the areas of
the decriminalization of sodomy, the passage of anti-discrimination laws, and the enactment of
measures to recognize same-sex relationships. For political science, sociology, and queer studies
alike, this book will prove vital as movements for lesbian and gay rights continue to recast the social

landscape in North America and beyond.
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Customer Reviews

This book has something for everyone. For those looking for the cutting edge of historical
institutionalist analysis, there is no need to look any farther. For those interested in the comparative
politics of lesbian and gay activism, there are profound insights, especially in a policy field that has
been largely determined - | would say overdetermined - by cultural studies-type analyses. And for
those concerned with the complex questions associated with intersectionality, and how race in
particular has played a singular, defining role in how human rights issues are framed or not, this is a
particularly gripping read. We need more analyses that position lesbian and gay politics as a proper
site of study, especially those anchored in traditional frameworks or approaches such as

institutionalist analysis.
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